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Ana Valentina Feliz Roa de Moreta was appointed gober-
nadora of the province of La Estrelleta (Elias Pifia) in 1966
as part of Joaquin Balaguer’s decision to nominate only
women to these provincial leadership positions. She served
in this role until 1974. Subsequently, she became Diputada
al Congreso Nacional por La Provincia de Elias Pifia and
later president of the Asociacién de Agriculturas y Gana-
deros in 1976. In the four documents included in this issue
of Estudios Sociales the writing of Feliz Roa de Moreta (and
others) demonstrates the precarity of the positions of the
gobernadoras during the doce afios but also their incredi-
ble efforts to prove themselves contributors to the mater-
nalist politics constructed by Balaguer, beginning with his
campaign promise “Mothers, I will give you peace” as “el
Candidato de la Paz.”

*  American historian. Associate Professor of History at Xavier University of

Louisiana.

1 For gendered politics and rhetoric of the Balaguerato, see Ana S. Q. Libera-
to, Joaquin Balaguer, Memory, and Diaspora: The Lasting Political Legacies of
an American Protégé (Lanham, Md.: Lexington Books, 2013); Elizabeth Manley,
The Paradox of Paternalism: Women and Authoritarian Politics in the Domin-
ican Republic (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2017); Neici M. Zeller
and Margaret Power, “What Difference Does Gender Make? Women and Con-
servative Politics in the Dominican Republic and Chile, 1961 - 1978,” in Annual
Conference, American Historical Association, 1995.
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Feliz Roa de Moreta’s annual report from 1967 provides a
glimpse into the work of the gobernadoras under the Bala-
guer doce afios. (Document #1) Feliz Roa de Moreta unspur-
prisingly opened her report with the expected ample praise
for the government of Balaguer, as well as an effort to de-
monstrate how much her own labor contributed to broader
party goals in the province. She highlighted major social en-
gagements (fiestas patronales y patrias, etc) in the province,
her work in actividades deportivas (especially among youth
groups), notable lectures and other educational activities,
her government’s visits to local municipalities for obser-
vation and oversight, various occasions of charitable work,
developments (and deficits) in education, economic and
agricultural conditions of the province, as well as the state
of infrastructure, public health and municipal governance.
She also included a list of the most urgent needs for the core
municipalities (mostly roads). Concluding the report, she
offered a long list of her many public appearances, funds
collection, and a general accounting of her correspondence
and licensing actions.

While somewhat perfunctory, annual reports like this one
from Feliz Roa de Moreta demonstrate the work that the go-
bernadoras put into their posts, despite poor pay and lack
of resources. Occasionally, in spite of their best efforts and
consistent work for their provinces, some of the gobernado-
ras, particularly in certain provinces, faced direct and often
physical challenges to their appointments. Denuncias came
from both Reformistas and non-Reformistas, and complaints
accused them of wrongdoing ranging from “unscrupulous”
political behavior to former involvement in the prostitution
business. These challenges to the gobernadoras and their
authority demonstrate the contested political space they
occupied and the ways the continued to fashion their own
visions of maternalist politics.

Revista
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Of all the gobernadoras, Féliz Roa de Moreta confronted
perhaps the most direct political and personal threats. On
June 2, 1969 a local man attacked and physically threatened
her in her home. (Document #2) According to the claim she
filed with Balaguer and the secretary of the interior, Inedio
Antonio Pérez Soler appeared at her door, shoved her to the
ground, and stated, “He venido a matarte desgraciada.” The
male attacker was identified as the brother of one Diputa-
do Pérez, who had himself been sending threatening letters
to the governor. According to the governor’s report, the at-
tacker, the congressman, and the congressman’s brother-
in-law Roberto Troche had all been trying to stir up trouble
(“tramando atropellar[la]”) with (“las amenazas y las malas
intenciones”) for some time in an effort to discredit her poli-
tical work for the party and her rural constituents. More spe-
cifically, Troche seemed to have set off the dispute, angered
by the gobernadoras defense of campesinos whom he had
attempted to deny water for their crops (“queria oprimir 115
campesinos quitandoles el agua con qué riegan sus culti-
vos”). Not a full month later another man attacked Feliz Roa
de Moreta in her home, purportedly again at the behest of
Diputado Pérez Soler. Governor Feliz Roa de Moreta defen-
ded her legitimacy as a Balaguerista official and threatened
to resign from her position.

Several years after the attack several other residents of Elias
Pifia went after the gobernadora and proclaimed publicly
that the province should be “Gobernado por un hombre y
nd por una mujer.” (Documento #3) Although the investiga-
tion declared the seeming ring-leader to be a drunkard and
social parasite, the governor made clear her displeasure at
this disruption of her work to create provincial peace and
tranquility. In a letter regarding she described the reigning
provincial jealousy surrounding her tenure as governor, an
assertion substantiated by other reports indicating serious
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competition for the role of official representative of the party
in her region. She requested to be reassigned to another type
of political appointment, perhaps as a diplomat for a small
country, “aln sea en la vecina Republica de haiti” Despi-
te her aggravation, she remembered to praise Balaguer, re-
mind him of her loyal service to the regime, and affirmed her
dependence on his government to continue to bestow her
with the economic benefits of candidacy. She wrote that she
was hopeful that he “sabra apreciar mi situacién econémica
con cuatro (4) hijas inscritas en la Universidad,” a situation
made possible only with the aid Balaguer had always offered
her.

Her praise matched a standard practice of encomium
speech that while not at the level of Trujillato oratory,
was certainly still highly performative. In 1972 she offe-
red a public missive on the President’s 27 de febrero
discourse. (Document #4) She reminded her listeners
in Elias Pifia of his intense love and support for el pue-
blo Dominicano, particularly its “agricultores pobres”
y “trabajadores del campo.” His proposals to Congress,
she asserted, were “rayos de luz que sus manos gene-
rosas dirigen hacia la clase necesitada como hizo Cris-
to cuando tendio sus manos a Lazaro.” His leadership,
she asserted, had brought the country out of a difficult
place and would continue to provide “la verdadera sal-
vacién” y el “nuevo amanecer” for the beloved patria,
legado de “Duarte, Sanchez, y Mella.”

Through these opportunities for communication and cha-
llenges to her position, the gobernadora staunchly defended
her role as a high-level provincial authority and patriot with
her demands for national-level investigation, her discussion
of the threats to her ability to carry out her work of concilia-
tion for Balaguer and the Party, and her vehement avowal of
her loyalty and service to the regime, occasionally as a bid
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for personal advancement. Her case demonstrates the ag-
gressive reactions to a governor’s proclamations of defense
of local campesinos but also the highly contentious ground
on which these women politicians attempted to support Ba-
laguer and the Partido Reformista and the ways they sought
to negotiate the sometimes treacherous maternalist politics
of the doce afios at the local level.

Document Sources:

Document #1: Ana Valentina Roa de Moreta, “Memoria anual,” 1967,
Legajo 883, Exp. 1-58/9, Secretaria dl Estado de Interior y Policia,
Archivo General de la Nacién (Hereafter SEIP-AGN).

Document #2: Assault on Ana Valentina Roa de Moreta (1969), Le-
gajo 1286, Exp. 3-18/7, SEIP, AGN

Document #3: Denuncia against Ana Valentina Roa de Moreta
(1972), Legajo 1784, Exp. 3-18/7, SEIP, AGN.

Document #4: Ana Valentina Roa de Moreta, Speech praising Bala-
guer (1972), Legajo 1784, Exp. 3-18/7, SEIP, AGN.
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